The role of HF cofactor in the Hageman factor-dependent fibrinolytic mechanism.
In 1969, Ogston et al. reported that the normal activation of fibrinolysis by surface contact requires, in addition to Hageman factor and plasminogen, a HF cofactor which is present in the euglobulin fraction and other factor(s) present in the supernatant. It has also been suggested that the glass-treated plasma is deficient in HF cofactor, In our laboratory the glass-treated plasma was found not to be deficient in HF or in a streptokinase-activated proactivator or in plasminogen. The glass-treated plasma was found deficient in prekallikrein in kininogen and in clotting factors XI, IX, VIII and V. The results presented indicate that HF cofactor activity is not different from that of kallikrein and that HF cofactor does not act as a plasminogen proactivator. Furthermore, the results indicate that the "other factors' present in the supernatant are not involved in contact-activated fibrinolysis.